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| c •|ip M )lntaieut to a loon public 
y uni yeaia baa occasioned 
discuss)* tbau that wade /Monday 
Wheo the Obalruiau of the town 
u reappointed Bejuiour P. Gilbert 
mambor of the Board of Tax Assessors. 
This appoUituieut la tba pivotal laaue lu 
Ut« local campaign tbat will eud at tbe 
polls on Tueeday, April H Tbe vote of 
the Council on tbe confirmation of tbe 
appointment la only a single Indication 
ot tbe lnteoalty of popular feeling ou-tbe 
laaue now before tbe people. Tbe lea- 
aooa tbat aie at tbe bottom of tbe agita¬ 
tion tbat baa been stirred up bv tbe 
Muon of the Cbalrmau of tbe Couuoll 
may t>« few or inauy, well founded or 
unfounded, iwnaouable or unreasonable, 
but la tbla Instance It will be considered 
oely In lU relation to tbe valuation of 
property for taxing purposes. Mr. Gil¬ 
bert baa been in publle Kfs almost fr 
boyhood, lie bolds the record as Abe 
young eat man sleeted by popular voB to 
public offloe In tills town ; both im ex- 
parlance and natural abHit A ly» m tbe 
boat Informed mat on public luajpi a In 
this town to-day.\Two yeai* #go be 
wan appointed a nr 
Tax Aaaeasors. and, 
and proper, ne bee 
front of tbat board, 
air anger beie would n 
prlnad to learn tb 
one of three me in be 
body appears to 

Mr. Oockefalr tor Inoreaaed asseaeoieuls, 
but much la hemd la tbe way ot excra- 
*° < Uon and abuse Vf Wr. Gilbert by ag- 
** 4 gristed taxpayer^ fibers la uo doubt 
but Wl Mr. (jy^erl's baa been tbe 
>V * master h^mi and mind In tbe recent re¬ 
vision and^^eadjuaimeut ot property 
uts IrRAbl* town, aud be baa 
An7k talL brunt of tbat abuse 
tbat generally^ an<\not always wisely, 
follows an JgcreoaeMn tbe amount of 
taxes tbat property owuera are called on 
to pay. Tbe drastic criticism of tbe 
angry baa been In some measure offset 
by tbe Intelligent praise of otbers who 
were lu a position to Judge tbe work of 
tbe Tax Board on tie meitis of equity 
aud Justice. Tbe members ot tbe Board 
of kOmmUeiouere of Appeal were pleased 
and surprised with tbe spirit ot equity 
tbat pervaded tbe assessment made by 
the assessors. 1 be Slate Board of 
Taxation, a body whose experience 
_^ throughout tbe Blate tils It to express 
judgment fr jiu n comparative point of 
IT] view, expressed admiration for tbe In- 
^ tellluenue, completeness, and fairness of 
tbe Bloomtleld aeseesment. Property 

VD# 

owners wb>> ar familiar with local con¬ 
ditions here and were aware tbat prop- 
»rty valuations must be lalsed to meet 
Sbsuged conditions, expressed satlsfat- 
*^^un with tbe manner lu which tbe 
^ ^ oblsm bad been met and solved. 

.But wbetber or not Mr Gilbert Is 
er * 

ore praised tbau blamed la but a minor 
alter. Tbe questlou Is as to tbe rea- 
onableuess of tbe blame. Previous to 
gbe advent of Mr.'Gilbert Into the lax 
'•oui d tbe township »»« IbreuleUed w iitl 
las rate ut 3.1‘i. By euforced cuit-.il- 


dl 


be 


rents ibis was forced down to to - U. 
opulsr Indignation followed that nigu 


ddv 


jure, and tbe people gave vent to Ibelr 


^^iger by voting foolishly for low appro- 
lattons fur public purpoees and crlp- 


bll 


ed tbe government. 


Tbe situation bad reached a critical 
Public expenditures had run lar 
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md of public revenues, and tbe annual 
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sreaee lu lux valuations by reason of 
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gliding* and other Inrprovemente wee 
g»t nearly fufflcleut to make up me 
^flolency. 

^It wax apparent to every property 
Igfoer who bad studied tbe situation at 
Ijl tbat a four per oeut. tsx rate tnreat- 
-oed tbe town. It was at this critical 
Aoge tbat Mr. Gilbert appeared on tbe 
Tmue as a member of tbe Board of Tax 
Jmoesura. 

A thorough revision of the whole 
^•eoement work of tbe prevloaa year 
* made. Tba Board personally In- 
n or M>ted every property In tbe town and 
.^toed valuations on property tbat oom- 
.^ rwd more equitably with tba true value 
_ U. Tbe I do re seed valuations have 
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stood the teat, 
wbetner Mr. 
or wbetber be It not 
te few eases of error In Judgment 
y be dLoovered, but tbey will not 
terlally affect tbe work as a whole. 
p resent valuation, If Bloomfield re¬ 
in on Independent municipality, will 
] for several years. Ho board of 
'ton will seer be appointed for tbe 
«>se of lowering them. It good 
ent and discretion la applied to 
a peodlturee tbe raised vslua 
will prove a sound bools for a 
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BOARD OP HEALTH 


Ward 


Year-Dr. 
(levied President. W as. A 
Secretary sad Registrar, 
ryasemr P. Wilbert Ay rale ted 
■ sepeeter fbr a Term mt Three Years 

Tbe Board of Health held Us regular 
monthly meeting Thursday olghLf sod 
organised for tbe eosulog yearJby re 
eleettog Dr. E. M. Ward, Bgfcnde*. Wm. 
L. Johnson. Secretary aod^neHjffar.and 
Gbarlea H. Halfpenny ae CuUssP. Tbe 
Board re-appotnled Seymour P. Gilbert 
luapector for tbe term «d three years. 

After bearing tbe report of Inspector 
Gilbert ae to tbe number of oases of 
smallpox, and tRg condition of tbe pa¬ 
tients In the Isolation hospital, the Board 
discussed tbe subject of compulsory 
vaccination. Dr. Mr. Cap*a 

elated that tbe B q aSd ofMducallou bad 
Complied wlt^' ih#^Boar<?h request In 
regard to tbe vacomstlon of tbe pupils 
atteudlng tbe public acbooia. ^ 

naoo urged tbat tbe 
pulaory vaccination, 
be said, by which 
could be stamped 
out. ,*He fiH red sending a physician 
tbe bouses of those 
ot be vaccinated and 
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attending the public at 
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Other members of tbe Board, while 
tbey agreed with Mr. Johnson that 
every one should be vaooloated, were 
InAied rather to persuasive than com¬ 
pulsory methods. It was thought that 
If factory owoers and others employing 
help were requested to ( bave all tbelr 
employees vaccinated, it would go along 
way toward securing general vaccina¬ 
tion. It was decided to make suob a 
request to all factory owners lu tbe 
town. 

Mr. Jobnaon also spoke on the matter 
of publicity given tbe presence of small¬ 
pox here, and which be regarded ae un¬ 
wise aud of material Injury to tbe town. 
He advlaed tbat tbe Inspector give out 
no Information other tbab to tbe Board, 
and tbat ae muob secrecy sa possible be 
maintained lu tne conveying of patients 
to tbe hospital. In travelling through 
tbe State Mr. Johnson said tbat be bad 
heard more about smallpox In Bloom¬ 
field tban In any other town, and tbe 
publicity was dolDg tbe town no good. 

Tbomas Connell made a protest to tbe 
Board about the oondltlco of premises 
on Gleowood Avenue where smallpox 
prevailed. TBs situ olios there. Mr. 
Connell sail, was damaging to all sur¬ 
rounding property. Tbe Board refer ted 
tbe matter to a committee. 

A large number of bills for expenses 
Incurred In tbe smallpox cases were or- 
, dared paid. 

Ay preprint leas. 

Tbe appropriations recommended by 
the Board of Estimate last year were as 
follows: Street llgbtlog. $9,760; police, 
lf>,800; Are. S3.150; road repairs, $4,000; 
poor, $3,000; water, $5 500; boO'lM and 
Interest, $18,000; achuQle, M,600; 

Incidentals, $15,000 ; psytnept equating 


Indebtedness, $8,000. 
lions last yea\ foot 
Increase over' 
$•24,000. The 
as follows: 
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reducing thAv float 
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Tbe bidden 
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Increase was an 
to go towards 
Indebtedness, 
was tbat for 
amounnng to $8,500. 
account showed ao 
, 000 ; tbe street lighting 
$800, lira $150, and tba 
$500. 

e-Sip of tba annual Bnanolal 
law have to take 
some factors that 
tbelr control. Tbe ooanty 
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tax la snob ao Item. The Town Gounoll 
baa no any sa to bow muob shall fe 
placed In tbe tax levy for county pur- 
poeee. During tbe poet year $36,746.64 
of tbe money rsleed In this town by 
taxation went to tbe oouoty. Again 
tbe Council must make allowances for 
delinquent taxpayers and other con¬ 
tingencies, and a percentage must be 
allowed for In tbe tax levy to cover 
•ueb points of uncertainty. 
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Tbe BloomA«ld Annexation bit! was 
passed by tbe beuate as the lost stroke 
of Wednesday's work. There are squall* 
In algbt for tbe bill when It oornea to tbe 
Houee, Assemblyman Boyd having a 
Agbt In store against tbe ^ropoelllon. 

As passed, tbe bill ooutslus a clause 
providing for a vote on Its adoption to 
be taken at a special election In the 
town. 

Fioui Ite nature tbe bill. In the regular 
courUk of events, would be referred In 
tbe House to tbe Committee on Towne 
aud Townships, of wbloh Mr. Boyd la 
cbalr m nu t and If tbe bill geta to tile 
committee It Is ootlkvly to be heard 
from In tbe Legislature again (&<• year. 

Tbe euddeu reeurreelton sni passage 
by tbe Beuate of the Anneiatl<M bill baa 
Os used some *•- anil- 

annexationists, and lelf^red tbat 

some trouble will be exper^^ced In pre¬ 
venting tbe bill becomlog a law. 

A prominent leads^ ranks of tbe 

anorxatloulals said VeeteMey tbat be 
bad no doubt k^all BS ^t J at tbe bill 
would be passed submitted to a vote 
of tbe people. Un\bu said tbat tbe 
annexation watlmui^Ld gained re¬ 
markable atrqfj^tb fvltbn^be past few 
days. 

Tbe AnnexatlonTplI laid dormant for 
about two weeka, and some people wbo 
claimed to b^^n^de Information pre¬ 
dicted tbat£ wJkllnot get out of tbe 
Beuate Committal Tbe predictions 
have 

mblyman Charles W 
recognized leader of 
aDd wbo Is a eln- 
cauae as a matter 
of public policy, has been mucb at Tren- 
tou of late, and wbat Mr. Powers does 
not know ubout tbe devloua ways of 
getting bills through the Legislature Is 
not worth knowing, and the sudden 
outcropping of tbe bill Is attributed to 
some hidden string pulled by Mr. 
Power*. Tbe opponents of annexation 
will do well to keep a sharp eye od 
Trenton next week. 


•lull* the Contrary 

Spek e MoosItM Crrttn witch¬ 
ed Itself up Into fever beat over a recent 
editorial In tbe Times, In which tbe 
opinion was expressed tbat from all ap¬ 
peal ancee the sentiment for ibe annex¬ 
ation of BloomAeld to Newark was ao 
strong tbat tbe plan would be carried 
Into effect. Tbe Cnizn accused the 
Ttmee of being “band-ln-band with tbe 
clique of politicians wbo are prepar¬ 
ing to carry through tbe Greater New¬ 
ark project.■’ Just bow this reasoning 
was arrived at Is a question wbloh only 
tbe BloomAeld editor can answer. 

Tbe Times, Instead of favoring It. Is op¬ 
posed to the Greater Newark eobeme ami 
always was. It hopes that the. lay wii.-n 
Eeeex County will t>n converted Into one 
municipality Is very remote. But there 
le no use disregarding coming events, 
sod rather than he caught napping, the 
towne and townships should size up tbe 
situation and become prepared for It. In 
order to preserve their autonomy when 
the probable, though quite remote, con¬ 
solidation takes place. 

The Times knows nothing of political 
etlquee. It does know that there are 1 
leader* In both parties who are factors In 
Shaping public affairs, and while tbey 
are looked upon as a clique or ••ring.” 
they seldom try to bring about anything 
tbat bas tbe opposition of tbe majority 
of tbe people. And ao long as tbe refer¬ 
endum and popular suffrage continue, tbe 
oountry Is safe and nobody will be hurt; 
least of all our friend wbo presides over 
tbe destinies of the BloomAeld Citizrv. 
—Montclair Times. 

Borne allusion by tbe editor of the 
Time* to tbe annexation Aght going on 
bere led to tbe Inference tbat tbe Time* 
was under tbe Impression tbat tbe ma¬ 
jority of tbe people of BloomAeld wanted 
tt>le town anoexed to Newark. Tbe 
»^ above outspoken sentiments of the 
Times can lead to no other conclusion 
but that tbe Inference was an unjust 
one. Tne CrrizKN heartily seconds tbe 
sdvlee of tbe Times, " rather tbso be 
oaugbt napping tbe towns sod town¬ 
ships should size up tbe situation and 
beoome prepared for It la order to pre¬ 
serve tbelr autonomy. 
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Tbe Republican T**wo Exeeutlve Com¬ 
mittee will meet early next week to Ax 
tbe dates for tba Republican Ward 
Primaries. Ward Convention*, sod 
Convention*. Tb* opposition 
active ao<i contrary to Its 
la not walling for tbe auuou 
tba Republican alate 
candidates Petitions l 
Independent caudl 
circulation, aud It 
Republicans will 
tbe line. 

Tbe ward f*preaeutat%R In tbe 
Republican Town Convention. It la said, 
will be tbe earnsoajlaal year. 

In tbe Wkr » ciiJeotlon In the First 
and Third WixilaMiere la a wide differ- 
enee lu / t^e r^reeenUtluu from tbe 
different eleetJoiNiletrlcla In tbe First 
Ward CooveiRloo\e First District will 
ha\a sixteen delegates, and tbe Beoood 
District ten delegatee, but aa It la tbe 
First District'* representative to the 
Council whose term expiree, tbe circum¬ 
stance Just suit* tbe occasion 

Io tbe Third Ward tba case la *Ju*t 
the opposite. Tbe Councilman #hoee 
term expires la from tbs Jfr*t 
of tbat Ward, and by f**t»t V UMirteay 
be It entitled to a re oom»|pyo. but 
tbe Flr.t District wlll_bav* 
delegates In tbe 
bile tbe Second 
thirteen delegatee. 

It Is rumored tbat tteV||^>ubllcan* 
111 make no cbWge among tbelr 
candidates for Coi^^ liman. All of 
those whose terms i gudre, having 
served only *• ***^ 

tbey will alkUV^t a M omldW'Q H It 
la tendereiAkYn l>m will make no 
Agbt for tbe 
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It la prubAle tl^A Eaet Orange will 
purchase wA* r from'ljewark on the *x 
plroliou of tbe existing contract wttb 
tbe Orange Water Company oo July 1 
Newark bas offered to sell water to Ea*t 
Orange for $50 a million gallons, tbe 
minimum quantity to be used being a 
million and a half gallon* a day. Tble 
la a lower rate than any municipality 
pays to tbe various prlvaU corporation# 
wblcb furnish water In tbla neighbor¬ 
hood. Richard V. Llndahury ha* been 
appointed associate counsel with City 
Counsel Woodruff t<^ apply to the court 
for tbe appointment of oomml<i«T<>nei* t< 
condemn the company'* distributing *ye 
tem In tbe city Th* water to be pur 
chased fr >m Newark wwl come from th 
Cedar Grove reaervolr. 

If tbe above oui lined pr-'J-et le carried 
out tbe town of BioDtutl'-bi will be the 
only customer of the Orange Wnt>-r Com¬ 
pany. Another Important question le 
bow much of the ()r*ng« W’at»«r Com¬ 
pany'* plant the city of Eaet Orange will 
buy. Th« Eaet Orange f.'.ir rile -aye 

•The Act of l87»S,uoder which proceed 
Inga are to be (vmddcted, autborlr.ee a 
municipality to acquire and a water com 
pauy to sell all It* property, etc., and 
whether the authority of that act could 
be expanded to mean also any i*aht of 
auch property would oo doubt become a 
matter of agreement between tbe parties 
In Interest,and would be settled amicably 
sod without dispute. Tbe whole ques¬ 
tion will be one of compensation, and 
tbe city ooo oo doubt take or leave wbat 
plesssa It, so long as It pays for tbe 
actual damage done. Tbe appraisers 
will undoubtedly Ax the amount at such 
a aura *n will cover not only the value 
acquired by the city, but tbe value of 
wblob tbe water company I* deprived, In 
whatever form tbat value may have ex¬ 
isted. Appraisers acting under appoint 
ment by and authority of tbe oouita will 
n>-t be permitted to either cooBeoate or 
destroy private propetty for public bene. 
Bt, without making adequate compen¬ 
sation therefor.” 

If East Orange takes the entire plent 
BloomAeld »y be compelled to look 

elsewhere fwt water. 
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ANMXAT10 H blocked. 


MOUSE COMMITHE DIODES NOT TO 
RIPORT THI BILL 



Hk Tkla Tews 4il 
|M Nrisraiaj ('Mvlarlag 
Ar«*Wf*U Asalawt Ai 
M a g«IlleS te U« C< 
aa If tbe Bill wrae a 

It la generally believed that tba an- 
UmMkm bill baa hewn effectually blocked. 
Tba House Committee oo Towns and 
Municipalities voted an Wednesday 
sgalnet reporting tbe bill to tho Houee 
of Assembly. Assembly man Boyd la 
Cbalrmau of that Committee, and bis 
sentiments In tbe matter were sold te 
be on tbe side of tbo an tl-annexation- 
lets. Woid was received beemot a late 
boor oo Tuesday evening tbatAie Houee 
Committee would give a ImJl at tea 
o’clock on Wedneedar moJng oo tbe 
annexation bill, and /Wn yimn Boyd 
desired a J«ls$t(kHr of wAm of tbte 
towu present at Tivato^#Tble abort 
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ugbt the aotl- 
. but by dint 
telephone 
early on 
representati re 
oo Deleting of 
Dx^dO. OarabranL 
omee^Oekee, John 
Beetl^Heaiy F. 
owpral. Menu, 
od Wkorge Yf. Cook, 
to Trentoo. When 
capital tbey found 
sod Klc bard K. 
and lu the Interest of an- 
mblyman Boyd pro- 
he^jog. Charles W. Bow- 
of annexation, and 
argument on tbat 

David G Garabraot was spokesman 
for the annexation party, aud made a 
forcible, clear and logical statement 
against the auLexatloo bill. Mi. Gars- 
brant went over the same grouud tbaf 
be had covered with his statement be¬ 
fore the Beuate Committee, hut added 
mucb tbat bad teen gathered from 
study of public sentiment since tbat * 
time. H« was followed by Hr. Uakee, 
Ur. Beach and Mr. Higgins, and when 
both aides bad been beard, tbe Commit- 
voted unanimously not to report tbe bUI 
to tbe House. 

la tbe ordinary eowraa of 

euob actio a la regarded aa a death 
to a bill, ood It will require extraordi¬ 
nary power and Influeeoe to rea ur roal 
tbla owe. While fully realising tba full 
ax tool of tbs possibilities of reoarreot- 
Ing the Mil, Urn antis coma boms from 
Trentoo so tb used with tba eoavletion 
tbat tbe annexation bill bad received 
Ite death blow. In ao for sa tble sees loo 
of tbe Legislature woe concerned 

An extract from a apeeeb by Major 
Lents before tbe East Orange Republi¬ 
can Club aptly applies to the annexa¬ 
tion movemnnt wbleb baa stirred up tbla 
town. Tbe M*jcrr, In the course of ble 
remarks, said: •* Evsry year or two 

tome gentlemen conceive the Idea tbat 
some of the municipalities of the county 
should be annexed to Newark. Bills 
are Introduced on the representation 
tbat tbe people favor them; but, later, 
opposition so formidable deve|op*a that 
they have to he withdrawn. I am a 
citizen of Newark, and I am proud of 
the city. I believe In Ita prosperity and 
In Ita future great ness, but I believe no 
municipal government should be de¬ 
stroyed and no iqunlctpaltty annexed to 
Newark without the consent of that mu¬ 
nicipality." 

The annexation movement In tbla 
town was an erroneous conception. Tbe 
grumbling of a few wee mistaken for 
tbe thundering of the many. When tbe 
people were brought face to feoe with 
tbe Issue promoters of annexation were 
surprised et tbelr own mtsjudgmeot of 
publlo sen tl ment. While annexation aa 
an Issue mar ha laid islds, some die- 
agreeable effects will arise from tbe 
agitation of tba matter, especially in 
politics. 
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A ststeh of one hundred miles of con¬ 
tinuous macadam, making a circuit of 
New Jerty towns, has reoently been 
completed by tbe Bnlsblng of a little 
strip of sight miles between Far Hills 
and Somerville. Tba circuit Is perhaps 
tbs longest of any In tbs country. It 
tabs# In BeruardsvtUe, Morristown, 
Med loan. Chatham, Summit, Mlllbura, 
Springfield, Sooth Orange, O r a n ge. Haw- 
orb. Jersey Ofty.Ktsobeth, Westfield, 
sod nslnlsHI 
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Thomas^ M.Jryniski 
3ff9%mtlMtfi Street 
Fulton New York 
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